
Michigan Lead & Water Resources

The new Lead & Copper Rule sets a lower limit on the amount of lead allowed in
drinking water. Because of this, some Michigan residents have recently been

notified of elevated levels of lead and copper in their
drinking water for the first time.

What can you do if you are notified?

1. Get your water tested
a. To have your water tested by the Detroit Health Department

i. First, use this website to see if your home has lead pipes or a lead service line -

English. Spanish.

ii. Then fill out this form.

b. If you or someone you know would like to get your drinking water tested for lead

outside of Detroit, contact one of these laboratories. This will cost about $18.00.

c. Watch: How to test your drinking water for lead and copper - English

d. Watch: How to test your drinking water for lead and copper - Spanish

e. Watch: How to test your drinking water for lead and copper - Arabic

2. Flush your water
a. How to flush your water pipes - English

b. How to flush your water pipes - Spanish

c. How to flush your water pipes - Arabic

d. Read these tips to reduce lead in your drinking water (Spanish is on 2nd page)

e. Let it run...and get the lead out! Hmong Fact Sheet - EH: Minnesota Department

of Health (state.mn.us)

3. Clean your faucet aerators
a. How to clean your faucet aerators – English

b. How to clean your faucet aerators – Spanish

c. Watch a video on how to clean your faucet aerator

https://apps.npr.org/find-lead-pipes-in-your-home/en/#intro
https://apps.npr.org/find-lead-pipes-in-your-home/es/#intro
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/cb522b53f1014ee7be8560e93d201245
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/Lead__Copper_Lab_Certs_526434_7.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iDfYIZyvAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9uQX7Mmqf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKqCwpnJrJg
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2020-06/Basic%20Flushing%20Instructions%20-%20English.pdf
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2020-04/Basic%20Flushing%20Instructions%20-%20FINAL-Spanish.pdf
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2020-04/Basic%20Flushing%20Instructions%20-%20FINAL-Arabic.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-odwma-water-cdwu-reduce-lead_524538_7.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/letitrun_hmong.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/letitrun_hmong.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/pfasresponse/mdhhs-CleaningYourAerators_630812_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mileadsafe/Cleaning_Your_Aerators_Spanish_661080_7.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gguk2Q74oVw


4. Use Cold Water
a. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula if filtered or

bottled water is not available

5. Make sure you have safe drinking water
a. Check your local city or county’s website for water filter or water bottle

distribution. Follow this link to find your local health department’s contact

information.

i. If you live in Wayne County, contact the closest county office from this

list.

b. Buy your own filters and/or bottled water

i. Read about how to identify filters that will reduce lead here.

ii. Read about how to identify lead free plumbing products and drinking

water systems here.

iii. How to install PUR faucet filters – English

iv. How to install PUR faucet filters – Spanish

6. Get your blood lead levels checked
a. Have your family’s blood lead levels tested, especially if you have young children.

Ask your healthcare provider or your local health department for blood lead

testing.

i. Follow this link to find your local health department.

ii. Click here to check for free mobile blood lead testing events near you.

iii. Lead in children and how often to test: English

iv. Lead in children and how often to test: Spanish

v. Lead in children and how often to test: Arabic

b. If you have other questions about blood lead testing, please call the Michigan

Department of Health & Human Services Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention

Program at 517-335-8885 or email them at MDHHS-CLPPP@michigan.gov. 

7. Protect yourself from more lead exposure
a. Lead can be found in paint, dirt, and dust. Learn how to protect yourself here.

b. Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home: English

c. Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home: Spanish

d. Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home: Arabic

e. Protect yourself with nutrition: English

f. Protect yourself with nutrition: Spanish

g. Protect yourself with nutrition: Arabic

https://www.michigan.gov/mienvironment/0,9349,7-385-90161-558390--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_5461_74040---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_5461_7387---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_5461_7387---,00.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2018-12/documents/consumer_tool_for_identifying_drinking_water_filters_certified_to_reduce_lead.pdf
https://d2evkimvhatqav.cloudfront.net/documents/Lead_free_certification_marks.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mileadsafe/PUR_Filter__English_661087_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mileadsafe/PUR_Filter_Spanish_661089_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_5461_74040---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mileadsafe/0,9490,7-392-107010---,00.html
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/children.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/children_spanish.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/children-arabic.pdf
mailto:MDHHS-CLPPP@michigan.gov?subject=Question%20about%20blood%20lead%20testing
https://www.michigan.gov/mileadsafe/0,9490,7-392-104591_92800_93534---,00.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/documents/lead-in-your-home-portrait-color-2020-508.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/documents/pyf-spanish-color-2020-portrait-508.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pyf_arabic.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/lead-nutrition.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/lead-nutrition-spanish.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/lead-nutrition-arabic.pdf


h. If you use Medicaid, have a child with elevated blood lead levels, or a pregnant

person living in the home, consider applying to the Lead Safe Home Program.

This will cover home lead testing.

i. Lead Safe Home Program Application - English

ii. Lead Safe Home Program Application - Spanish

iii. Lead Safe Home Program Application - Arabic

8. Who you can contact for more information
a. Your local health department: Follow this link to find your local health

department’s contact information.

i. Dearborn Residents: Lead Water Service Line Information

ii. Detroit Residents: Making Detroit Lead Safe

b. Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Lead Services Section:

Email: HHSInfo@michigan.gov

Phone: 866-691-5323

i. For free language assistance services click here.

c. Your water supplier. Follow this link to find your water supplier.

9. Learn more about Lead and Copper and related health effects
a. Read about lead in drinking water: English

b. Read about lead in drinking water: Spanish

c. Read about lead in drinking water: Arabic

d. Recursos en español: Plomo | US EPA

e. Find resources in Spanish, Arabic, and many other languages here AND here.

f. More information on health effects from lead

g. Questions and answers about the Lead & Copper Rule

h. Find out more about the how the New Lead and Copper Rule works:

i. More information here: Supporting Implementation of Michigan’s Revised

Lead and Copper Rule | Graham Sustainability Institute (umich.edu)

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lead/Lead_Safe_Home_Program_Brochure_5-2018_V.1_ADA_577326_626195_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lead/LSHP_App-English_626198_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lead/LSHP_App-Spanish_626200_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lead/LSHP_App-Arabic_626196_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_5461_74040---,00.html
https://cityofdearborn.org/articles/1739-lead-water-service-line-information
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/water-and-sewerage-department/dwsd-projects/making-detroit-lead-safe
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339--486614--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/cleanwater/0,9779,7-411-102936_103060-542698--,00.html
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/lead-drinkingwater.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/lead-drinkingwater-spanish.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/documents/lead-drinkingwater-arabic.pdf
https://espanol.epa.gov/plomo
https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/lead/education_materials/index.htm
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/bchs/clpp/parents.htm
https://www.michigan.gov/mileadsafe/0,9490,7-392-104591_92800_92879---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mileadsafe/0,9490,7-392-92852_93738---,00.html
https://graham.umich.edu/media/files/Lead-and-Copper-Rule-Info-Brochure-11x17-44991.pdf
http://graham.umich.edu/project/revised-lead-and-copper-rule
http://graham.umich.edu/project/revised-lead-and-copper-rule

